Bobcat Ceremony

Cubmaster: Hear now the tale of the tribe of Webelos and their great chieftain, Akela.

Many, many moons ago, a small boy sat outside his tepee watching the stars in the sky and listening to the rustle of the trees in the night. Somewhere in the distance he could hear the call of the Bobcat, the Wolf, and the Bear. Close by was the sound of the ceremonial drum calling all braves of the tribe to the council ring. The boy listened and wished he could answer that call.

Quick and as true as an arrow in flight, quiet as the hush of the night, to the beat of that ceremonial drum, before a great fire they gathered, awaiting Akela, their chief. Here in the great council fire ring, on top of the mountain, they met. Here they met Chief Akela and awaited his words.

Now with the last "boom" of the great drum, all was silent. The night was still. The great ceremonial fire was lit, and it began to light up the night. As the fire grew and grew ever larger, the tom-tom started slowly and set the rhythm. Akela stepped into the ring as the tom-tom beat first low and slow and then like thunder. Akela danced and with his movement told of his life. He told of the strength of his father, the one they called the Arrow of Light. He told of how his father taught him the signs of the tribe; how to make a bow and let an arrow fly true to its target. Akela obediently followed the Arrow of Light and gained great knowledge. Akela learned that the arrow for which his father was named was one that pointed upward, truly to the Eagle so high above.

Akela's dance showed how he, as a young brave, was trusted to set out into the forest. There he met the Wolf who taught him the ways of the wildlife, of the ground, of the tracks, and ways to find food. He next faced the Bear and learned the meaning of courage and the importance of being brave. And with this Akela stopped his dance!

Akela, the wise, had closed his dance and presented the sign of the tribe and all of the tribe did likewise. No one spoke until Akela said: "Our tribe can only be strong when the boys of the tribe are strong. The future is hidden, but if we are courageous and brave; if we teach our youth truth and knowledge, to aim high like the eagle, to be fair, our great tribe will continue to be strong.

My friends, you are like that small Indian boy wishing that you can answer the call of the great ceremonial drum and be members of the tribe. Everyone who joins Cub Scouts, whatever your age, first earns the BOBCAT badge.

Would the following scouts and their parents please come forward?

(List boys earning the Bobcat badge.)

Scouts, there is a constellation called the Big Dipper and the big star is the North Star. For many years people has used these stars as a guide to show them the way as they traveled. As you join Cub Scouts you are starting a trip. You will experience adventures and excitement, meet new friends and learn new skills. However, as you begin this trip you need a "North Star" to guide you. The "North Star" is Akela ... Akela can be your parents, your den leader, even I your Cubmaster. It is our responsibility to help you along the way.

Parents, I ask of you, will you accept the responsibility to be your scout’s 'Akela', to help guide him along the Cub Scouting trail?



BLUE
is from the sky. The paw print of the Bobcat on your forehead is the spirit of the bobcat. This reminds you to do your best on the Cub Scout Trail.

YELLOW
is from the sun. The marks under your eyes will help you see the light of the Cub Scout trail and they symbolize the bright spirit of Cub Scouting.

WHITE
is for purity. The mark on your nose helps you know right from wrong as you go along the Cub Scout trail.

RED
is for courage. The mark on your chin reminds you to always speak the truth.

GREEN
stands for the spirit of nature. The marks on each cheek will guide you to live in harmony with the great outdoors.

**Have the parents hand the paint to the scouts, they will now paint their parents’ nose with a white stripe. 

WHITE is for Love and guidance; your parents are always with you in your heart and in your spirit. They will always do the right thing and will help you achieve all your Scout goals and keep you on the track of life until you can soar with the Eagles.

Welcome to you, on the first step on your journey in Cub Scouts!


